
What to Say When Your Faith Is Put on Trial: 7
Keys from the Apostle Paul

Most of us will never face a courtroom because of our faith. But sooner or later, someone will ask

why you believe what you believe. Are you ready to answer? The Apostle Paul faced governors, kings,

and hostile crowds, and his example in Acts 24-26 gives us a clear and practical guide for defending

our faith with confidence and grace.

Why Being Ready to Defend Your Faith Matters

First Peter 3:15 puts it plainly: "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a

defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear." - 1

Peter 3:15

The word "defense" here comes from the Greek word apologia. It does not mean apologizing for what

you believe. It means offering a rational, logical explanation for your faith. And the attitude matters

just as much as the words. The Bible calls us to respond with meekness (power under control) and

reverence for God, not with arguments, shame, or aggression.

Paul on Trial: A Quick Overview of Acts 24-26

Paul was arrested and brought before three different rulers: Governor Felix, Governor Festus, and King

Agrippa II. Each time, he faced false accusations, political maneuvering, and personal risk. Each time,

he responded with clarity, courage, and the gospel.

His example gives us seven practical keys for defending our faith.

7 Keys for Defending Your Faith

1. Stand on the Truth with Integrity of Heart

When the prosecution team presented lies and flattery against Paul in Acts 24, he did not respond in

kind. He simply stated the facts clearly and let them speak for themselves. He said, "Nor can they

prove the things of which they now accuse me." - Acts 24:13

You do not need the tactics of the world to win a spiritual argument. No mudslinging, no stretching

the truth, no personal attacks. Integrity keeps your footing steady because you know God is in control

of the outcome.

2. Connect the Dots, Don't Burn the Bridges
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Even while being falsely accused, Paul kept love in his heart and the gospel on his lips. He looked for

common ground and spoke tactfully. The goal in defending your faith is not to win a debate. It is to

point someone toward Jesus Christ. Look for what connects rather than what divides.

3. A Good Defense Does Not Guarantee a Victory

Paul gave a clear, compelling defense and Felix still said, "Go away for now; when I have a convenient

time I will call for you." - Acts 24:25

Not everyone will respond to the gospel the moment they hear it. That is not a failure on your part.

Salvation is a work of God, not the result of a perfectly crafted argument. Keep sharing. Keep

pressing on. The next conversation might be the one that changes everything.

4. Major on What Matters and Maximize the Moment

Paul zeroed in on three things when speaking with Felix: righteousness, self-control, and the judgment

to come. He did not get sidetracked by minor debates. When sharing your faith, focus on what

matters most.

• Sin: We have all fallen short of God's perfection, and sin carries real consequences.

• The Savior: Jesus died on the cross and rose again to pay the penalty for our sin.

• Salvation: Every person must personally place their faith in Jesus Christ to be saved.

As Paul wrote, "But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not

risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty." - 1 Corinthians 15:13-14

The resurrection is the dividing line. If Jesus truly rose from the dead, He is unlike anyone who has

ever lived. That is the core of the Christian faith.

5. Look Forward in Faith Rather Than Backward with Regret

When Festus suggested Paul return to Jerusalem for trial, Paul refused. He knew what God had told

Him in Acts 23:11, that He would go to Rome. He kept his eyes on where God was leading him, not on

the rejection and pain behind Him.

There comes a point where you have to say, "Lord, I am moving forward. I trust You with the hearts I

cannot change." Obedience to where God is calling you matters more than settling every unresolved

conflict from the past.

6. Effectiveness Is Ultimately Dependent on God, Not You

When Paul stood before King Agrippa in the outdoor amphitheater at Caesarea, He had no legal team,

no fine clothes, and no political power. Agrippa and Bernice arrived with all the pomp and pageantry

of royalty. Paul arrived in rags and chains.
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And yet Paul had something they did not: the power of the gospel.

You are not a salesman trying to close a deal. You are a signpost pointing the way. A signpost does

not need to be impressive. It just needs to point in the right direction. As John said, "He must

increase, but I must decrease." - John 3:30

7. Don't Just Present the Truth, Press for a Response

Paul looked directly at King Agrippa and asked, "Do you believe the prophets? I know that you do

believe." - Acts 26:27

He did not just lay out information and walk away. He pressed for a decision. Agrippa's response was

telling: "You almost persuade me to become a Christian." - Acts 26:28

Almost is not enough. As Charles Spurgeon said, a man who is almost saved is still lost. Do not be

afraid to draw the line and invite someone to cross it. Present the truth and then ask for a response. A

clear "no" is better than endless procrastination.

How the Three Rulers Responded to the Gospel

Each man Paul stood before represents a response people still give today.

• Felix was a procrastinator. He kept putting off the decision for a more convenient time that never

came.

• Festus was a commentator. He dismissed Paul entirely, saying, "Paul, you are beside yourself!

Much learning is driving you mad!" - Acts 26:24

• Agrippa was an almoster. He came to the edge of faith and turned back.

None of them said yes. But Paul kept sharing anyway, because he knew the outcome belonged to

God.

What the Gospel Actually Does

In Acts 26:18, Jesus told Paul exactly what the gospel accomplishes. It opens spiritually blind eyes. It

turns people from darkness to light. It frees people from the power of Satan. It forgives sin

completely. It brings people into an eternal inheritance with God. And it sets believers apart as holy

through faith in Jesus Christ.

There is nothing on earth that compares to what the gospel does for a human soul. Never be

ashamed of it.

Life Application
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This week, identify one person in your life who does not yet know Jesus. It might be a coworker, a

neighbor, a family member, or a friend. Make a simple plan to have a real conversation with them

about your faith. You do not need a perfect script. You need integrity, love, and a willingness to point

toward Jesus.

Ask yourself these questions as you prepare:

• If someone asked me today why I believe in Jesus, could I give a clear and honest answer?

• Am I more focused on winning an argument or on genuinely caring about the person in front of me?

• Is there someone in my life I have been avoiding sharing the gospel with because I am afraid of

their response?

• Am I trusting God with the outcome, or am I putting pressure on myself to "close the deal"?

Paul stood before kings and governors in chains and never stopped pointing to Jesus. You have far

more freedom than he did. Use it well this week.
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